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origins of ‘environmental justice’ 







externalization of 
costs takes 
the form of an 
extraction of 
surpluses, both 
economic and 
thermodynamic: 
  
1) a social debt to 
inadequately paid 
workers;  
 
2) an embodied 
debt to women 
family caregivers; 
and  
 
3) an ecological 
debt drawn on 
nature at large. 









       

  

 

Source: Michael Burawoy 

Polanyi’s double movement:  waves of market power 

social, labor and environmental movements 



financial sanctions to halt port-petrochem:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

can ‘ecological debt’ improve prospects for justice? 
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‘loss & damage’ 
negotiations: trust 

them to the UNFCCC? 
– or do we need a 

solidaristic strategy, 
learning from 

Yasunization and       
the Otjivero BIG? 



in 2002, SA hosted 
‘W$$D’: ecological 

modernisation 

World Summit on Sustainable Development 
Johannesburg, 31 August 2002: 30,000 protested 
UN ‘type-two partnerships’, privatisation of 

water, emissions trading, neoliberalism  
 









 

visit CCS                   top 3 floors 
at Howard              of Memorial 
College                 Tower Building 
Campus 

Durban COP17 – December 2011: 
climate’s ecological modernisation 

revised evidence-based logo 

 

International Convention Centre 



‘Conference of 
Polluters’ 

28 Nov-9 Dec 2011 



Hurricane Sandy 
October 29, 2012:  

$60 bn damage overnight 



former Qatar oil minister 

Abdullah Bin Hamad al-Attiyah 

former carbon trader 

Christiana Figueres 



lead US climate negotiator Todd Stern,  
on demand for recognising climate debt 

 
in Copenhagen, “The sense of  

guilt or culpability or reparations  
– I just categorically 

reject that” 
Stern thus rejects core 

principle: ‘polluter pays’ 

WikiLeaks revealed  
(Feb ‘10) Stern/Pershing 
bribery and bullying:  

Ethiopia, Maldives 

Ethiopian tyrant 
Meles Zenawi:  
UN Advisory  
Group on 
Finance cochair 
halved AU’s 
2009 demands 
for climate debt  

Maldives cabinet gets 
$50m in US aid = U-turn, 
to support Copenhagen   



are negotiations to reduce greenhouse gas emissions working? 

structural 
problem: 
national 

self-interest 
at UN COPs 



solutions within global governance? 
top-down failures in economics, politics, environment 

 
  

Montreal Protocol banning CFCs, 1987 
 

but since then:   
• World Bank, IMF Annual Meetings:  
trivial reforms - China rising, Africa falling 
• Post-Washington Consensus: rhetoric 
• UN MDG strategies, 2000: missed targets 
• WTO Doha Agenda 2001: failure (WTO dead) 
• Monterrery 2002 Financing for Development and G20 
global financial reregulation 2008-12: failure 
• renewed war in Central Asia, Middle East, 2001-? 
• UN Security Council Reform failed, 2005 
• G8 promises on aid, NEPAD/APRM, Gleneagles: broken 
• Kyoto Protocol 1997 and aftermath – Copenhagen, 
Cancun, Durban, Doha and Warsaw climate disasters 





“we need to change our strategies… the insider 
COP approach isn’t working: what governments 

can’t push, we should push as civil society” 
- Mithika Mwenda 

 
 

“we need to name the names and shame them”  
- Azed Girmai 

 
 

“Let’s have mobilisations, let’s get people on 
the streets, fighting for their issues – we have a 
problem of buy-in, we have to reach the real 
issues: food insecurity, extreme storms and sea-
level rise, energy… how do we connect this 
issue in the clouds, climate, to very real issues?” 
- Dipti Bhatnagar 

                some lessons from PACJA strategy conference, 10 February 2014 



to be a very good jam-maker, 
you need a strong tree-shaker 



how do we change the balance of forces in 2014-15? 



Copenhagen, December 2009 



thanks to Chelsea 
Manning, WikiLeaks and 

Ed Snowden, we know! 



revelations about US  
snooping, Dec. 2009 

NSA “signals intelligence will 
undoubtedly play a significant role 
in keeping our negotiators as well 
informed as possible throughout 
the 2-week event… leaders and 
negotiating teams from around 
the world will undoubtedly be 
engaging in intense last-minute 
policy formulating; at the same 
time, they will be holding sidebar 
discussions with their counterparts 
– details of which are of great 
interest to our policymakers” 



 

world’s main historic polluter 



Copenhagen Accord, COP 15, December 2009 

• Jacob Zuma (SA) 
• Lula da Silva (Brazil) 
• Barack Obama (USA) 
• Wen Jiabao (China) 

• Manmohan Singh (India) 



  Manmohan Singh       Xi Jinping             Jacob Zuma    Dilma Rousseff       Vladimir Putin 



Britain, France, Belgium, 
Portugal, Germany, Italy, Spain 

in Berlin, 1884-85: ‘The Scramble for Africa’ 



 against slavery, colonialism, 
neocolonialism, neoliberalism 



 or within? 







CO2 emissions 
per capita: 

BRICS are mixed 



 

greenhouse gas emissions 
per person, 2000 

 
USA 

Canada  
Australia 

Saudi Arabia 
Kazakhstan 

Russia 

the climate debt 

who owes? 



North-South climate debt rises 420% 
if we include outsourced production 

 



who are climate ‘creditors’? (who’s owed?) 
a ‘Climate Demography Vulnerability Index’ 

 

main losers:  
• Central America 

and Caribbean 
• Andes and Amazon 
• Central/South Asia 

and Middle East 
• SubSaharan Africa 
• Southeast Asia and 

small islands 



who’s owed? climate change ‘creditors’ 

main losers:  
Central America,  
central South America, 
Central and Southeast Asia 
and much of Africa 



Africa burning  
 





concept of 
‘ecological 
debt’ now 
recognised 
in serious  
research 



can we leave the oil under the soil? 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 Yasuni ITT in Ecuador’s Amazon rainforest 



Ecuador 



Accion Ecologica, Quito 
eco-feminist-indigenous defence of Yasuni 

http://www.accionecologica.org/ 
http://www.amazoniaporlavida.org/es/El-Juego-del-Yasuni/age-of-yasuni-un-esfuerzo-para-hacer-visibles-las-luchas-de-los-pueblos-originarios.html 







The results after one year of implementation have 
been remarkable. 
• Before the pilot program, 42% of children in the 

village were malnourished. Now the proportion 
of malnourished children has dropped 
significantly, to 10%.  

• The village school reported higher attendance 
rates … children were better fed and more 
attentive.  

• Police statistics showed a 36.5% drop in crime 
since the introduction of the grants. 

• Poverty rates declined from 86% to 68% (97% to 
43% when controlled for migration).  

• Unemployment dropped as well, from 60% to 
45%, and there was a 29% increase in average 
earned income, excluding the BIG. 

 

Carnegie Council: 
http://www.policyinnovations.org/ideas/briefings/data/000163 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Basic Income 
Grant (BIG) pilot in 
Otjivero, Namibia 

(funded by German-
Namibian Evangelical 

Lutheran church)  
Council of Churches of Namibia (CCN), the 
National Union of Namibian Workers (NUNW), the 
umbrella body of the NGOs (NANGOF), the 
umbrella body of the AIDS organisations 
(NANASO), the National Youth Service (NYC), the 
Church Alliance for Orphans (CAFO), the Legal 
Assistance Centre (LAC) and the Labour Resource 
and Research Institute (LaRRI) 



what is ‘climate justice’? 
core principles from Rights of Mother Earth conference, 
Cochabamba, Bolivia (April 2010) 

•50 percent reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2017 
•stabilising temperature rises to 1C and 300 Parts Per Million 

•acknowledging the climate debt 
owed by developed countries (6% of GDP) 
•full respect for Human Rights and the inherent rights of indigenous people 
•universal declaration of Mother Earth rights to ensure harmony with nature 
•establishment of an International Court of Climate Justice 

•rejection of carbon markets, and 
REDD’s commodifed nature and forests 
•promotion of change in consumption patterns of developed countries 
•end of intellectual property rights for climate technologies 





  

two contrary directions for  
framing campaign strategies: 

 

1) ‘reformist reforms’: 
 strengthen the internal logic of the system, by smoothing rough edges 
 allow the system to relegitimise 
 give confidence to status quo ideas and forces 
 leave activists disempowered or coopted 
 confirm society’s fear of power, apathy and cynicism about activism 

2) ‘non-reformist reforms’: 
 counteract the internal logic of the system, by confronting core dynamics 
 continue system delegitimisation 
 give confidence to critical ideas and social forces 
 leave activists empowered with momentum for next struggle 
 replace social apathy with confidence in activist integrity and leadership 
 
 

(for these distinctions, thanks to Andre Gorz, John Saul, Boris Kagarlitsky, Gosta Esping-Andersen) 





  
17 (non-reformist reform) mandates - David Harvey 
 

We should strive for a world in which: 
• The direct provision of adequate use values for all (housing, education,  
 food security etc.) takes precedence over their provision through a  
 profit-maximising market system that concentrates exchange values in 
 a few private hands and allocates goods on the basis of ability to pay. 
• A means of exchange is created that facilitates the circulation of goods  
 and services but limits or excludes the capacity of private individuals  
 to accumulate money as a form of social power. 
• The opposition between private property and state power is displaced as far as possible 

by common rights regimes – with particular emphasis upon human knowledge and the 
land as the most crucial commons we have – the creation, management and protection of 
which lie in the hands of popular assemblies and associations. 

• The appropriation of social power by private persons is not only inhibited by economic 
and social barriers but becomes universally frowned upon as a pathological deviancy. 

• The class opposition between capital and labour is dissolved into associated producers 
freely deciding on what, how and when they will produce in collaboration with other 
associations regarding the fulfilment of common social needs. 

• Daily life is slowed down – locomotion shall be leisurely and slow – to maximise time for 
free activities conducted in a stable and well-maintained environment protected from 
dramatic episodes of creative destruction. 

 



• Associated populations assess and communicate their mutual social needs 
to each other to furnish the basis for their production decisions (in the 
short run, realisation considerations dominate production decisions). 

• New technologies and organisational forms are created that lighten the 
load of all forms of social labour, dissolve unnecessary distinctions in 
technical divisions of labour, liberate time for free individual and collective 
activities, and diminish the ecological footprint of human activities. 

• Technical divisions of labour are reduced through the use of automation, 
robotisation and artificial intelligence. Those residual technical divisions 
of labour deemed essential are dissociated from social divisions of labour 
as far as possible. administrative, leadership and policing functions should 
be rotated among individuals within the population at large. We are 
liberated from the rule of experts. 

• Monopoly and centralised power over the use of the means of production 
is vested in popular associations through which the decentralised 
competitive capacities of individuals and social groups are mobilised to 
produce differentiations in technical, social, cultural and lifestyle 
innovations. 



• The greatest possible diversification exists in ways of living and being, of social 
relations and relations to nature, and of cultural habits and beliefs within 
territorial associations, communes and collectives. Free and uninhibited but 
orderly geographical movement of individuals within territories and between 
communes is guaranteed. Representatives of the associations regularly come 
together to assess, plan and undertake common tasks and deal with common 
problems at different scales: bioregional, continental and global. 

• All inequalities in material provision are abolished other than those entailed in 
the principle of from each according to his, her or their capacities and to each 
according to his, her, or their needs. 

• The distinction between necessary labour done for distant others and work 
undertaken in the reproduction of self, household and commune is gradually 
erased such that social labour becomes embedded in household and communal 
work and household and communal work becomes the primary form of 
unalienated and non-monetised social labour. 

• Everyone should have equal entitlements to education, health care, housing, 
food security, basic goods and open access to transportation to ensure the 
material basis for freedom from want and for freedom of action and 
movement. 



• The economy converges on zero growth (though with room for uneven geographical 
developments) in a world in which the greatest possible development of both individual 
and collective human capacities and powers and the perpetual search for novelty prevail 
as social norms to displace the mania for perpetual compound growth. 

• The appropriation and production of natural forces for human needs should proceed 
apace but with the maximum regard for the protection of ecosystems, maximum 
attention paid to the recycling of nutrients, energy and physical matter to the sites from 
whence they came, and an overwhelming sense of re-enchantment with the beauty of 
the natural world, of which we are a part and to which we can and do contribute through 
our works. 

• Unalienated human beings and unalienated creative personas emerge armed with a new 
and confident sense of self and collective being. Born out of the experience of freely 
contracted intimate social relations and empathy for different modes of living and 
producing, a world will emerge where everyone is considered equally worthy of dignity 
and respect, even as conflict rages over the appropriate definition of the good life. This 
social world will continuously evolve through permanent and ongoing revolutions in 
human capacities and powers. The perpetual search for novelty continues. 

• None of these mandates, it goes without saying, transcends or supersedes the 
importance of waging war against all other forms of discrimination, oppression and 
violent repression within capitalism as a whole. By the same token, none of these other 
struggles should transcend or supersede that against capital and its contradictions. 

• Alliances of interests are clearly needed. 



Arturo Escobar:   Postconstructivist Political Ecologies 
 
the political ecology of the last fifteen years has been a 
vibrant inter- and trans-disciplinary space of inquiry drawing 
on many disciplines (geography, anthropology, ecology, 
ecological economics, environmental history, historical 
ecology, development studies, science and technology 
studies) and bodies of theory (liberal theory, Marxism, post-
structuralism, feminist theory, phenomenology, post-colonial 
theory, complexity, and natural science approaches such as 
landscape ecology and conservation biology).  What 
distinguishes this second-generation PE from its predecessor 
is its engagement with the epistemological debates fostered 
by the theoretical positions known as constructivism and anti-
essentialism.  



DAVID HARVEY:  
A [justice] movement will have no option, as it broadens 
out, but to reclaim for itself a non-coopted and non-
perverted version of the theses of ecological 
modernisation. On the one hand that means subsuming 
the highly geographically differentiated desire for 
cultural autonomy and dispersion, for the proliferation of 
tradition and difference within a more global politics, but 
on the other hand making the quest for environmental 
and social justice central rather than peripheral concerns. 
For that to happen, the environmental justice movement 
has to radicalize the ecological modernization discourse. 
 
David Harvey (1996), Justice, Nature and the Geography of Difference, Oxford, Basil Blackwell, p. 401. 

 



Terrain            Ecological 

modernization 

Environmental 

Justice 

Eco-socialism 

type of agency TNCs, states and 

global agencies 

environmentalist

s and green 

NGOs 

hybrid red-green 

networks 

forms of action commercial, 

brokerage 

popularisation, 

resistance 

exemplary 

mobilisation 

ideal of ‘science’ theoretical, expert factual, lay situated, 

contextual 

knowledge 

sources 

disciplines traditions Experiences 

competencies  professional personal Synthetic 

dialectics of environmentalisms 

Adapted from Jamison, A. (2001), The Making of Green Knowledge: Environmental Politics and Cultural Transformation, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 
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Adapted from Jamison, A. (2001), The Making of Green Knowledge: Environmental Politics and Cultural 
Transformation, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 



ten potential sins of researchers  

• gatekeeping (or worse, hijacking): in which a researcher takes ownership of a movement, 

its interpretation and even access 

• substitutionism: replacing (not augmenting) the local understanding with the researcher’s 

understanding or vision 

• ventriloquism: replacing local phrasing with a researcher’s own words (in press releases, 

articles, statements of demands, etc)  

• careerism through parasitism: exploiting information gained, without reporting back or 

turning benefits back to the base 

• technicism or legalism: sometimes necessary to contest enemy’s technicism, but 

sometimes incapable of comprehending realities, usually causing premature deradicalisation  

• divisiveness: favouring or profiling certain factions or individuals, often in a sectarian way 

• hucksterism: romanticising and overstating the importance of the movement/struggle 

• score-settling: importing researchers’ petty internecine rivalries, causing degeneracy in 

movement politics as ego-clashing replaces open, honest debate  

• failure of analytical nerve: inability (often due to fear) to draw out the fully liberatory 

potentials of the movement and its struggles 

• betrayal: turning against movement, giving info to enemies, or accepting enemy arguments 

 

in relation to EJ & related movements 




